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THIS DOCUMENT IS IMPORTANT AND REQUIRES YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION
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THE BRITAIN-AUSTRALIA SOCIETY 
(incorporated and registered in England and Wales under number 01030451)
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





Notice of the Annual General Meeting of The Britain-Australia Society to be held in the Australia Centre on Monday 26 September at 5.30 pm is set out in this circular.



Whether or not you propose to attend the Annual General Meeting, please complete and submit a proxy form in accordance with the instructions printed on the enclosed form. The proxy form must be received by the office of the Britain-Australia Society by 5.00 pm on Thursday 22 September 2022.



8 September 2022
To the Members of The Britain-Australia Society

Dear Member
Notice of Annual General Meeting
I am pleased to be writing to you with details of the fifty-first annual general meeting (the "AGM") of The Britain-Australia Society (the "Society") which we are holding in the Australia Centre, Melbourne Place, London WC2B 4LG on Monday 26 September 2022 at 5.30 pm. The formal notice of meeting is set out in this document.
The AGM is an important event in the Society's calendar and provides an opportunity to engage with Members and for Members to pass the necessary resolutions for the conduct of the business and affairs of the Society.
Should you wish to appoint a proxy, we strongly recommend you (i) appoint the chairperson  of the meeting as your proxy; and (ii) submit your votes (via proxy) as early as possible and in any event no later than 5:00pm on Wednesday 22 September 2022, in accordance with the terms of this notice.
The Board considers that all the resolutions to be put to the meeting are in the best interests of the Society and its Members as a whole. Your Board will be voting in favour of them and unanimously recommends that you do so as well.
Chairman’s Statement – A Reflection on 2021
The 50th anniversary year of the Britain-Australia Society was very much a year of two distinctly different halves.  The wretched Covid severely constrained our activities in the first half and of course forced the postponement of our Gala Dinner celebrations into 2022.  But despite all the restrictions, the team worked doubly hard to stay engaged and keep our Members and friends informed. Many thanks to our brilliant team of Louise Mulley and Marina Kinsman for their tremendous work through this difficult time.
With the waning appetite for “webinars” we made a conscious decision to be very selective with virtual events and just ran with two events as follows:
· March – webinar “On the Front Line with the Royal Flying Doctor Service”. Over 150 B-AS Members and friends tuned in to see the RFDS Friends in the UK Chairman moderate a panel of RFDS front line employees discussing the triple threat of the bushfires, drought and the pandemic. 

· May – webinar “Chefs in Conversation – launch of ‘Australia: The Cookbook’”. With an introduction from then Australian High Commissioner, the Hon. George Brandis QC, several leading Australia chefs and contributors to the book (collated by chef and food writer Ross Dobson) joined in conversation with 120 B-AS Members and friends to examine what makes an “Australian” cuisine. 
In the second half of the year, as the pandemic restrictions were increasingly loosened, we were able to host several fabulous sell-out events including:
· The President’s Reception - originally scheduled for June, this was postponed to 22 September when a sell-out crowd attended a drinks reception at Stoke Lodge with Lord Hague and the Hon. George Brandis QC. Cassella Family Brands sponsored all the delicious wines.  

· On 15 September we held our Summer Soiree in fabulous weather in the gardens of the Royal Overseas League with Aria award-winning musician Joseph Tawadros and an introduction from ROSL chairman and former Australia High Commissioner, the Hon. Alexander Downer AC. Another sell-out event.

· On 7 October, the Exhibition Hall of Australia House was the venue for “Britain and Australia: Partners in the Indo-Pacific Century”, a conversation with Paul Madden CMG, retired diplomat and, amongst other things, former High Commissioner to Australia and Ambassador to Japan.

· While the Gala Dinner celebrations were deferred, we were at least able to mark the occasion of our 50th anniversary with a relatively low-key drinks reception in the Exhibition Hall on 14 October.  This was another sell-out event for a broad cross-section of our Members and friends.

· The hugely popular “Victorian Wine Showcase” hosted by Victorian Agent-General, Tim Dillon, in the beautiful wood panelled rooms of the Victorian AG’s offices was held on 24 November.  Huge thanks to the Victorians for this wonderful event!

· Our B-AS Carol Service was held on 9 December when we packed-out the beautiful St Mary-le-Bow church at an extremely popular new time of 4.30pm enabling a larger proportion of working and younger Members to attend.  The service and hearty carol singing was followed by festive drinks hosted by the B-AS as a very fitting lead into the Christmas season and the end of our year.  A very special thanks to our popular and entertaining Chaplin, the Rev George Bush, who very kindly hosts this annual event. 
Considering the Covid restrictions we had to deal with, I think we achieved an enormous amount in 2021.  In addition to the above, there were other events for our Members including an outing to the theatre to see the amazing award-winning Bob Marley musical, “Get Up! Stand Up!”, produced by Australian, and B-AS Board Member, Trish Wadley.  Continuing that cultural theme, 2021 also saw the launch of the amazing AU/UK Season of Culture with a Gala Dinner on 23 September hosted by Australian philanthropist Georgie Black. This year-long celebration of Australian arts and culture, jointly supported by the Australian Government and the British Council, was very sadly delayed (like everything else) by the pandemic and didn’t really get into swing until the later part of 2021 with the majority rolling over to 2022. A huge congratulations particularly to Michael Napthali and Alessandra Pretto who worked with the High Commission and the British Council to make this a great success.

Financially, the enthusiasm of our Members for events in the second half of the year offset our difficulties in the first half and we finished the year in good shape.  We do have to thank the Australian Government and the High Commission for their support with rent relief during this time.  Most importantly, our Membership remained loyal and strong.  Our financial results are presented in the papers for the Annual General Meeting.
Our regular newsletters and special offers for Members remain very popular and we continue to support the Cook Society, the Britain-Australia Society Education Trust, the Northcote Trust and the Royal Flying Doctor Service Friends in the UK, all contributing brilliantly to the unique Australia/UK relationship.
I again want to thank our Corporate Partner, the Commonwealth Bank, for its generous sponsorship. The Bank plays a key role in supporting the objectives of the Britain-Australia Society and we could not operate effectively without that support.  I know I have reminded Members before that the CommBank’s first branch in London was in the basement of Australia House.
Lastly, let me add a personal thank you to Lord Hague for his tremendous support for our Society when there is so much going on in the world that requires his attention.  Thank you also to my Board and to the Society’s Vice Presidents and, most importantly, a huge thank you to all of our Members for your continued contribution to our success. 
Yours sincerely
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Damian J. Walsh
Chairman
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NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that an annual general meeting (the "AGM") of The Britain-Australia Society (the "Society") will be held on Monday 26 September 2022 at 5.30pm in the lower ground meeting room at the Australia Centre, Melbourne Place, London WC2B 4LG.
The business of the AGM will be to consider, and if thought fit, pass the following resolutions. Resolutions 1 and 2 will be proposed as ordinary resolutions. 
ORDINARY BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Ref81471999]THAT the Society's annual accounts for the financial year ended 31 December 2021, together with the directors' report on those accounts, now laid before the meeting, be received.
[bookmark: _Hlk47951353]THAT the Hon. Jeannie Lopes, who is retiring from office with article 26.1.1 of the Society's articles of association and being eligible for reappointment, be reappointed as a director of the Society. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
By order of the Board
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Elizabeth Ames
Company Secretary
8 September 2022
Registered Office: Australia Centre, Melbourne Place, London, WC2B 4LG
Registered in England and Wales No. 01030451


NOTES
The following notes explain your general rights as a Member and your rights to attend and vote at the AGM or to appoint someone else to vote on your behalf (assuming that you are an individual Member).
0. [bookmark: _Ref236548676]Members are entitled to appoint a proxy to exercise all or any of their rights to attend and to speak and vote on their behalf at the meeting. A proxy need not be a Member of the Society. A proxy form which may be used to make such appointment and give proxy instructions accompanies this notice.
0. If you do not have a proxy form and believe that you should have one, or if you require additional forms, please contact the company secretary at +44 (0) 20 7630 1075.
[bookmark: _Ref236548701]To be valid any proxy form or other instrument appointing a proxy must be received by post at the Society’s office at Australia Centre, Strand, London WC2B 4LG or at the electronic address provided in the proxy form, in each case no later than 5.00 pm on Wednesday 22 September 2022.  A proxy form lodged electronically will be invalid unless it is lodged at the electronic address specified in the proxy form. Any electronic communication sent by a Member to the Society or the company secretary which is found to contain a computer virus will not be accepted.
An appointment under a proxy form may be revoked by delivering to the Society at the Australia Centre, Strand, London WC2B 4LG or at the electronic address provided in the proxy form, a notice in writing given by or on behalf of the person by whom or on whose behalf the proxy notice was given. A notice revoking a proxy appointment will only take effect if it is delivered before the start of the meeting to which it relates.
If the proxy notice is not executed by the person appointing the proxy, it must be accompanied by written evidence of the authority of the person who executed it to execute the proxy notice on the appointor's behalf.
To be entitled to vote at the meeting (and for the purpose of the determination by the Society of the votes they may cast), Members must be registered in the register of members of the Society at 5.00 pm on Wednesday 22 September 2022 (or, in the event of any adjournment, on the date which is two days (excluding any part of a day that is not a working day) before the time of the adjourned meeting). Changes to the register of members of the Society after the relevant deadline shall be disregarded in determining the rights of any person to vote at the meeting.
All resolutions at the AGM will be put to a vote decided by a show of hands (unless a poll is duly demanded in accordance with the Society’s articles of association).
No Member shall be entitled to vote at the meeting unless all monies payable by them to the Society have been paid.
Any Member attending the meeting has the right to ask questions. The Society must cause to be answered any such question relating to the business being dealt with at the meeting but no such answer need be given if (a) to do so would interfere unduly with the preparation for the meeting or involve the disclosure of confidential information, (b) the answer has already been given on a website in the form of an answer to a question, or (c) it is undesirable in the interests of the Society or the good order of the meeting that the question be answered. 
[bookmark: _Ref341428849]A copy of this notice will be available for inspection at the registered office of the Society and in the Members’ only section at www.britain-australia.org.uk until the time of the meeting.


PATRONS, PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY

The Board recognises and acknowledges the longstanding and loyal patronage of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh KG, KT, OM, GCVO, GBE, ONZ, QSO, AK, GCL, CC, CMM 
1971 - 2021
	President
	The Rt. Hon. the Lord Hague of Richmond, PC, FRSL

	Vice Presidents
	Sir Christopher Benson DL OAM
Mr Peter Benson AM
The Rt. Hon. Earl of Buckinghamshire
Sir Roger Carrick KCMG LVO FRGS
Mr Rohan Courtney OBE
The Rt Hon Lord Goodlad KCMG PC
Mr Brian Harris
Mr George Vestey DL
Mr Michael Whalley OAM

	Directors
	Mr Damian Walsh (Chairman)
The Hon. Jeannie Lopes
Mr Keith Newton
Mr Peter Sargent
Ms Trish Wadley
Mr Edwin Wong 
Ms Elizabeth Ames 

	Company Secretary
	Ms Elizabeth Ames 

	Ex-officio Board Observers
	Ms Julie Heckscher, Deputy High Commissioner for Australia to the UK 
Mr Tim Dillon, Agent General to the United Kingdom, Commissioner to Europe and Israel at State Government of Victoria, Australia
Mr John Langoulant AO, Agent General for Western Australia in the United Kingdom/Europe region
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